Philippians - Basic Outline & Information

Date: 62 AD (Prison Epistle)

Location: Philippi was a roman colony in Macedonia; this meant a lot of pro-Roman
sentiment in this city. See Acts 16-17 for the story of the founding of the church here.
Circumstances: Paul wants to thank the Philippians for their financial support and warn
them about opposition.

Genre: Family letter (contains personal updates and news of acquaintances)

Hi (1:1-2)

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and
deaconslal:

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (1:1-2)

Thy (1:3-11)

8 God can testify how | long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth
of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. (1:8-11)

Bonus: Life & Ministry Update (1:12-26)

12 Now | want you to know, brothers and sisters,[b] that what has happened to me has
actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the
whole palace guard|c] and to everyone else that | am in chains for Christ. 14 And because
of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare
all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. (1:12-14)

Why (1:27-2:11) Unity through Humility

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then
make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and
of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests
of the others. (2:1-4)

Try 1(2:12-18) Don’t grumble

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but
now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good
purpose. (2:12-13)
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Bonus 2: Update on coworkers (2:19-30)

25 But | think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, co-worker and
fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. 26 For
he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill,
and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare
me sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore | am all the more eager to send him, so that when
you see him again you may be glad and | may have less anxiety. (2:25-28)

Try 2 (3:1- 4:9) Put no confidence in the flesh & rejoice

7 But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more,
| consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them garbage, that | may gain

Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on
the basis of faith. 10 | want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining
to the resurrection from the dead. (3:7-11)

Bonus 3: Thank you for your gift (4:10-20)

14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in
the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when | set out from Macedonia, not
one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for
even when | was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when | was in

need. 17 Not that | desire your gifts; what | desire is that more be credited to your

account. 18 | have received full payment and have more than enough. | am amply supplied,
now that | have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering,
an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.

Bye (4:21-23)

21 Greet all God’s people in Christ Jesus. The brothers and sisters who are with me send
greetings. 22 All God’s people here send you greetings, especially those who belong to
Caesar’s household.

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.
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